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Background 

• Syntek Capital AG was founded in 2000 with the goal of becoming a leading 
investment holding company in the media and technology sector.

• A “hedge-fund” capital structure was created involving equity contributions 
from shareholders and two credit facilities granted by Banca di Roma and 
Banca Antonveneta.
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Syntek Capital today

• Today, Syntek Capital is an investment holding company focused on providing 
measurable value-added support to its portfolio companies. 

• Syntek’s distinctive edge is its outstanding mix of first-rate relationships, 
industry expertise and deal-making skills. Through proactive involvement in the 
areas of financing, acquisitions and strategic long-term planning focused upon 
realization of value, Syntek seeks to assist operating management and effect a 
transformation of the prospects for its portfolio companies. Working alongside 
management, Syntek is a catalyst for change and value creation.
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Syntek’s network
Syntek offices

Arango

Benatoff

Moratti, 
De Agostini, 
Falck

Bernhaim
Dassault

De Givenchy
Beelitz
Schoeller
Metternich Von

Auersperg
Kohn

GourdomichalisBalsemao

Camu

Bobby Martin 
Eckhard Pfeiffer 

• Syntek operates with a total of five professionals in Munich and San Francisco (Ca);

• Syntek has a unique top-tier network across Europe which includes some of Europe’s most 
influential families and individuals.
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Syntek Capital team

• Syntek is managed by its Executive Team, which is supervised by its 
Supervisory Board and Advisory Board. 

• In addition to an unrivalled network of industry contacts, the most 
valuable asset Syntek offers to its portfolio companies is the people 
who have committed themselves to create, manage and develop the 
company. 



6

The Advisory Board

Achille Colombo Honorary Chairman of the Advisory Board; CEO Falk 
Group

Placido Arango Jr. President of Grupo Sigla and Arango Group

Francisco Balsemao Former Prime Minister of Portugal; President of 
Impresa Group

Frank Beelitz Former Head of Lehman Brothers Germany

Antoine Bernheim Chairman of Assicurazioni Generali; Vice-Chairman of 
LVMH; Partner in Lazard Frères

Alain Camu Senior Advisor Macquarie Bank Group

Gamil G. De Chadarevian Vice Chairman and Executive Vice President of Antigenics

Sergio Erede Former Vice Chairman of Telecom Italia; Managing Partner 
of Bonelli, Erede & Pappalardo Law Firm

Ross Fitzgerald Founder and Managing Director of Spectrum Venture 
Management
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The Advisory Board (cont.)

Olivier de Givenchy Managing Director of JP Morgan Chase

H. Graf Wolff Metternich Managing Director of Schoeller Metternich Group

Sonja Kohn Chairman and majority shareholder of Bank Medici AG, 

President of Eurovaleur, Inc; 

Manrico Iachia Managing Director of Europe Assistance

Bobby Martin Former CEO - International and CTO, Wal-Mart

Antonella Mei-Pochtler Sr. Vice President and Partner of Boston Consulting Group

Eckhard Pfeiffer Former CEO of Compaq Computer

Mattias Prinz Leading German Media lawyer

George Ritzopoulos Board member of Gourdomichalis Maritime, Gourdomichalis

Group

Ricardo Salgado Chairman of Banco Espirito Santo

Martin Schoeller Founder and Managing Partner Schoeller Group
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The Supervisory Board

Franz Prinz von Auersperg Chairman of the Supervisory Board; Former COO of 

EMTV; Former officer CEO of Bertelsmann Music 

Group

Franco Buccarella Corporate Secretary Angelo Moratti Sapa

Holger van den Heuvel Chairman of Selin SpA

Simone Rondelli Founder and Ceo of Four Partners Srl

Kurt Geiger Business Group Director of Osteuropabank

Christoph Schoeller Vice-Chairman of the Supervisory Board; Founder 

and Managing Partner Schoeller Group
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Franco Franca, Board Member and CEO
• Description O/S

Paolo Giacometti, Board Member and CFO
• Paolo Giacometti is the Chief Financial Officer of Syntek Capital AG.
• Prior to joining Syntek, Mr. Giacometti was a senior financial executive in the Nikols

Sedgwick Group, one of the leading insurance brokerage business in Italy, Spain and 
Latin America. While at Nikols, Mr. Giacometti actively participated in the structuring of the
joint venture partnership with Sedgwick, the integration of the global operations of the two 
businesses and the eventual sale to Aon Corporation.

• Prior to joining Nikols in 1997, Mr. Giacometti was a chartered accountant and tax 
consultant with Coopers & Lybrand (now PriceWaterhouseCoopers) in its Milan office.

The Executive Team
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Other key employees

Brian Cabezud
� Brian Cabezud joined Syntek Capital as an Investment Director in 2006 and 

focuses on investments in US-based companies.  He was most recently at 
Salesforce.com in product management and at Safeguard Scientifics in venture 
capital.  Prior to this, Brian worked in equity research for two years covering the 
Enterprise Software sector.  He began his career as an investment banker for 
Merrill Lynch & Co.

� Brian received an MBA from The Wharton School of Business and a BS from 
The University of California at Berkeley.
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Overview of Investments

• Syntek’s investments have been initially made exclusively in two sectors: technology (including 
telecommunications technology) and media.  It has made six investments in the $20 million to $35 million 
range (“Large Investments”); two investments in the $10 - $20 million range (“Medium Investments”); and 
nineteen investments in the $1 - $10 million range (“Small Investments”).  

• Though Syntek has focused more on traditional technology and media businesses, recently Syntek 
decided to expand its focus to investment opportunities in more traditional sectors. The investments in the 
Internet business and the 3G business (which include two of the five Large Investments) were fully written-
off in previous years. 
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Portfolio Overview (Media)
Company Description Additional information

Wild Brain Inc. is an award-winning animation 
studio, founded in 1994, that produces and 
develops and produces content for the feature 
film, TV, commercials and interactive markets.

• Wild Brain`s client list includes the biggest 
names in media and entertainment: 
Universal, Twentieth Century Fox, Disney, 
DreamWorks, Warner Bros, Nickelodeon, 
Cartoon Network and Oxygen. Customers in 
the animated commercials area include 
Coca-Cola, Nike, Kentucky Fried Chicken, 
Pillsbury, Ritz, Hershey’s, Ford Motor 
Company.

• The company’s website is 
www.wildbrain.com

Kidrobot is a New York based creator and 
retailer of limited-edition art toys, such as 
mini-figures, posters, clothing and action 
figures 
Kidrobot operates three store-galleries, in 
New York City, San Francisco and Santa 
Monica

• The company’s website is 
www.kidrobot.com

ContentFilm plc is a London-based film and 
television sales company. It also owns or controls 
a significant library of film and television rights 
and assets, including over 2,000 hours of 
television and 100 feature films. The company 
was admitted to trading on AIM in March 2004 
following the reverse merger with Winchester 
Entertainment Plc.
The group has offices in London, New York and 
Los Angeles. 

• The Company is floated on London AIM 
(CFL.L). 

• The company’s website is 
www.contentfilm.com
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Portfolio Overview (Technology)
Company Description Additional information

Metilinx Inc. provides a modular set of dynamic 
software tools that enables enterprises to optimize 
their existing infrastructures while evolving, at their 
own pace, toward the fully adaptive IT 
infrastructure of the future.
Metilinx’s phased portfolio of products, snapped 
onto a single, razor-thin, intelligent layer, make the 
IT infrastructure more efficient, more failsafe, and 
more secure.
Metilinx delivers practical solutions for evolving 
adaptive infrastructures.

• The company’s website is 
www.metilinx.com

m-Wise is a solution and technology provider 
(through its Service Delivery Platform and related 
value-added data engines) for Mobile Operators, 
Wireless ASPs, and large content and media 
providers

• The Company is floated on NASDAQ OTC 
(MWIS.OB). 

• The company’s website is www.mwise.com

Healy Hudson provides internet technology based 
software solutions that enable corporate 
customers to purchase directly and indirectly 
materials. The company is the only supplier in 
Germany who offers complete professional 
solutions in all segments of e-procurement. 
Besides e-procurement software solutions, Healy 
Hudson also offers catalogue management tools 
and a sourcing system. 

• The company’s website is 
www.healyhudson.com

ABLA provides system integration and 
outsourcing in the field of speech 
recognition and text to speech solutions. 
ABLA develops solutions leveraging on its 
own software platform and data centre, as 
well as using third parties’ platforms.

• The company’s website is www.abla.it
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Portfolio Overview (Technology cont.)

Company Description Additional information
Founded in 1996, eCommLink’s mission is to 
become the premier provider of next generation 
payment technology for stored value, debit, and 
credit transactions across a complete range of 
payment situations.
Based in Las Vegas, Nevada, eCommLink is a full 
service transaction processing company with a 
superior ability to design, implement, and support 
next generation payment products through unique 
technology, imaginative and energetic problem 
solvers, and a support staff committed to customer 
success 

• eCommlink’s website is 
www.ecommlink.com

Vigilant Technology Ltd. is an Israeli company 
founded in 1999 that developed an end-to-end 
digital video surveillance and security system for 
high-end installation that outperforms traditional 
close-circuit security systems in a cost-effective 
manner.
Vigilant is at the forefront of changing raw video to 
decision support information using intelligent 
video analysis, video indexing and image 
understanding capabilities and is setting new 
performance standards across a variety of 
markets. 

• The Company is floated on London AIM 
(VGT.L).

• The company’s website is 
www.vigilanttechnology.com

Vyyo’s cable and wireless broadband access 
solutions help cable television, telecom carriers 
and utilities to get more from their networks. 
Vyyo’s engineers are committed to the design 
and develop products that help the Company’s 
customers (including some of the world’s leading 
MSOs, telecommunications carriers, system 
integrators and rural independent wireless 
operators) to achieve this result. 

• The Company is floated on NASDAQ 
(VYYO). 

• The company’s website is www.vyyo.com



15

Portfolio Overview (Technology cont.)

Company Description Additional information

XciTel Ltd provides a mobile 
communication system designed to enable 
mobile telecom operators to offer 
multimedia services over existing wireless 
networks and devices

• The company’s website is www.xcitel.com

IdVectoR exploits the technological know-
how of large corporations through 
innovations in electronics, computer science 
and telecommunications. IdVectoR turns 
customers' intangible assets into sources of 
new revenues by creating new products and 
being paid by either a royalty on the 
successful innovations or an equity share.
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Portfolio Overview (Traditional sectors)

Company Description Additional information
Cargoitalia SpA is the first long-range cargo 
company to operate in Italy with private and 
Italian capital. 
The company is based at Milan Malpensa, 
central airport for Italian air traffic, from which 
Cargoitalia will operate with a fleet of DC10-
30F and MD11S-F “all-cargo” aircraft. 
Cargoitalia connects the Italian market with its 
principal import/export destinations in North 
America, South-East Asia and the Far East, as 
well as mid-range destinations, constituting an 
integrated network offer. 

• The company’s website is 
www.cargoitalia.it

C2Media Inc. is one of the leading providers of 
professional media graphics solutions in North 
America. C2Media also offers its customers the 
widest range of integrated digital media graphics 
solutions available anywhere in the world 
through an internet-based software solution that 
enables them to order, store, manage, modify, 
proof and print these media graphics from the 
convenience of their personal computers.

• C2Media’s customers include Nickelodeon, 
USAir, Bloomingdale's, Western Union, 
Coors, Donna Karan, William Mercer, The 
New York Times, Tommy Hilfiger, Guess 
Jeans, Goldman Sachs, Loehmans, Minute 
Maid, Morgan Stanley, Pfizer and USA 
Today.

• C2Media’s website is www.C2media.com

Spectrum Venture Management Fund 
(SVMF) is a venture capital business based 
in London which focuses primarily on 
investing in and providing support to UK-
based start-ups within the education and 
“human capital” sectors

•The company’s website is 
www.spectrumvm.com


